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| 1t s reported that Mr. Gladstons will no longer take
an sctive part in Hritish Parlismentary prooeedings.
m—=e= I'ha Ashantes eity of Coomnssie surrendered on
the 28th of Junuary. ==== There has been severs Oght-
ing in Bmoay, Bpato ; the advantage so fur has been with
the Bepablieans, The town of Portugulete has been
peoapied by the Bepublicans, === The insurrection in
Japan is spreading. The forcigners are preparing to
Inave Nagasaki, === It is sald thas Cardinal Antonelll
bas calind all the bishops 1o Lotwe Lo see the Pope before
be dies.

A prayer erusade against intemperance {8 to begin st
Pitlaburgh lomorrow. e=== In she House of Repre-
sentatives, on Baturday, the Washingron and Poiut Look-
oul Eailread bill was referred 10 the Cowmittee of the
Wholo; the House adjonroed 11l Tussday. === A beavy
raip-sioria bs prevailiog Jo the Weal, and a lood in the
Ohio 1 saticipated

The new Brooklyn Tabernacle was dadicated, ==
Pishop Coxe, Prosldeuls Robluson and Campbell, and
the Bor. Dr. Bunderiand occupied metropolltan pulpits,
=== Women interested iu the Temperance movement
dcoldnd to make systematic visitations, The corpora-
tion of Trinity Church determined uot 1o lesse propesty
to drsmssllers. === The Assembly Committes on Cities
heard testimovy in relation 1o street cleanlug. s
Gold, 1199, Wsg, 1124, Thermometer, 457 47, 407,

All who desire to deal intelligently with the
individnal appeals for charity, which are con-
gtantly reaching them st their homes and
offices, will do well to cut out and prescrve
for reference the elaborate statement of the
different charitable orgauizations of the city,
the work of each, and the pluce to which the
wvarious classes of claritable applicants may
be referred, which we print this morning on
the secend page.

The letter of onr Paris corrcspondent, pub-
Yished en the third page to-day, refers 1w a
elaim which the minisiry of President Mac-
Mshon seems inclined to make, that the
National Assembly has no power to reconsider
ita course in prolonging the President’s term

NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE, MOND
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course of the Assembiy, on pravious oeoasions,
is directly opposed. :
—+

Next to seeing and talking with Caatelar,
doubtless, is the pleasure of reading what an
observant and bright woman haa to say about
him. And on the third page of THE TRIBUNR
te-day is printed just such an admirable
sketeh of the great Spaniard. Our correapond-
ent was less fortunate in her queat for Repub-
licans ; the devoted Blinker—guide, philoso-
pher, and friend, as ho wasa—found only grum-
blers. In the living picture of the man who
is Spaniard first and Republican afterward,
the reader, however, will find not only enter-
tainment, but much to hope for Spain while
Cuu}lm li.'t\!‘

e —e

It is possible that there 1a no truth in the
report, which comes to ua by cable, that Mr.
(Gladstone haa resolved no longer to take an
active part in British parliamentary proceed-
ings; but there is mwch to be said in its
favor. The letter from our London cor-
respondent, published on the third page this
morning, shows how nearly the Liberal party
came toward disorganization. To a person of
Mr. Gladstone’s temperament this must have
been peculiarly annoying, and it is easy to
imagine that he should court retirement.
There is some reason to believe that his with-
drawal from political affairs, if # should be
merely temporal, would bensfli both himself
and the Liberal party.

We give, on our eighth page, soma features
of the annual report of the United States
Coast Survey. Last year's work was fully up
to that of ita predecessors. Great progreas
was made in the general triangulation, by
which the Survey is gradually fixing the po-
sition, not only of every point along the coast,
but of all the interior measurements of the
United States. Eventually, all mapa and all
descriptions of real estate boundaries in the
country, will be dependent upon the data fur-
pished by the Survey. Errors, varying from
two to ten miles in the positions of Iandmarks,
are reported as among the discoveries of last
year. The deseription of the researches in
our harbor will be read with interest; it ap-
pears from them that while extensive changes
may result in conscquence of the docks and
piers now building, thew will, it is hoped, be
no injusy to the harbor, if the improvements
are kept within the Limits assigned Dy the
Survey.
R

Do Congresamen, who are getting so be-
fogzed in finnneial eomplieations, realize how
easily they might earn the gratitude of every
business man in the conntry ¥ We do not
now mean that they should do this by the
adoption of any particular theory—hy an im-
mediate decision either in favor of wflation
or contraction, free banking, or specie pay-
menta,  What the business intercsts 1mme-
diately demaud is vastly simpler than sny of
the questions taiged by these subjects. Al
that is just pow asked of Congress 1s that it
will have tha goodness to tix the status of
forty-four millions of greenbacks, Are they
to be part of the circulation, or are they
not 7 1F they are, will not Congress say 80 at
once?  If they are not, will not Congress say
that at once?  Prompt action on either side
wonld be a positive advantago to every
legitimate business of the eountry. The delay
is  absolutely and solely in the interest
of gamblers. Whatever else Congreaa does,
or forbears to do, will it not at least earn the
gratitude of business men by deciding thia
question?  (iive our merchants some clue to
the value of the dollar in which they are
dealing! Businesa is stagnunt and will remain
so till we know whether we bLave 366 or 400
millions of Greenbacks. Cannot the House
take the mitintive on this point and settle it?

———

On Saturday last Winchester Britton walked
into Court with s Grand Jury which had bheen
sitting !seven weeks, whose term had been
twice extended at his request, which had found
important  billa against  grosaly delinguent
officials, and whose bills he had neglectud Lo
sign, after he knew (hia own friends being
the witnesses) that he would bave but a day
or two more in which to aet, and coolly an-
nounced that the jury had no bills to preacat,
as there wias no District-Attorney to sign them,
It wius a cynical defianee of public opinion,
that fully justifies, a8 perhaps nothing he has
done in the past more emphatically indorses,
the judgment and the language of the Gov-
ernor, There will be few henceforth to donbt
that the charges that he was in the Distriet-
Attorney's office to pretect rather than to
prosecute the thieves were true, and that the
(Governor was not incorrect in sayving that he
has been guilty of *an official malfeasance
“ which is declared to be a felony.” It will not
now be improper to state that the Commis-
gioners of Charities were introduced before
the Grand Jury by Mr. Britton in their own
behalf to testify in explanation of their own
violutions of law, and that still the Grand
Jury found cause to order tem indictments
against each. Mr, Britton, faithful to the
Ring as ruin overtook him, defeated the will
of the jury by delaying to sign the indictments
ordered, just long enough to destroy them,

-

The Committee of Fifty of Brooklyn are at
work again with renewed encrgy. They indi-
cate the direction of their next attack by
cxposing in the report published elsewhere
one of the jobs in sewer building of Con-
tractor Kingdley and Commissioner Fowler,
The report is milder in lavguage than the
facts really warrant, but the conservative
tone of its reports has been a characteristic
and possibly source of strength of the
Reform Committes of Brooklyn. Briefly told,
the facts about this job are these: A sewor
needed repair ; the Board of City Works there-
upon concluded to build & new one; instead
of advertising for bids, the work was
privately given to Kingsley (just as the great
Hempstend Reservoir swindle was arranged) ;
and uow after costing $4351,077 62 (or §145,000
more than competent engineers say it could
have been well built for), the sewer 18 found
to be practically worthless, This 18 one of the
many jobs in Brooklyn authorized by corrupt
Ix-u!alumres in the puast. It is time the present
Legisluture #hould get a commitiee to investi-
gate this matter, the Hempstead Reservoir
contract, the Third-ave. sewer, the Nicholson
pavement, and the enormous Bridge frauds.
They ave all of a cluss, and the mme men who
are now after a third of a million dollars for
a uscless work incefficiently built, profited by
them. It ia a very good Lime to invesiigate
in Brooklyn.
N

Without insisting that Mr. Eastman's plan
is the best for attmning rapid transit, we
nevertheless hope that the meeting to-night
at the Cooper Institute may be largely at-
tended Ly that class of our citizens who can
promptly seenre rapil transit if they will. Te
should be disuinctly undorstood that vory fow,

of ofice for seven yoars. There is something
Kioeunoluous o this dsun. which  the

w the uresant situstion of the cilv’s Doanocs,

are willing to further any scheme which aima
to seours A portion of the expense from the
city trensury. Donbtleas this is much more
desirable ohject than many which have pre-
viously reosived assistance; but our people
are in no mood at present for incurring freah
debta. An essential difienlty which hins thirs
far stood in the way of investment by capi-
talists in rapid trapsit achemea is that the
best, routes have never boen attainable, Donbt-
less if it wore certain that a roud for steam
cara could never be laid on Third or Sixth-ave,,
or up Broadway, it would be ronumm_tivrly
easy to sooure capital for a Second or l~;1ghtt!-
ave, ling. As matiers now atand, men hesi-
tale to make investments in muh_-s hke tlu_'se
Inst-named, lest the yalue of their enterprise
should presently be destroyed by the Legis-
lature’s granting the more eligible roules to
other applicants, This i4 one of the practical
diffeultios which has thus far always atood in
the way, and which we shall be glad to sve
somehow obviated. Mr. Eastman has been
giving intelligont aludy to the various con-
ditions of tho problem. His position in the
Legislature may enable him to render s spe-
oial serviee, and his bhill deserves al any rate
the very careful consideration which we be-
speak for it to-night from the mecting, andd
horoafter from the Legislature,

THR MERCHANTS AND TiE TREASURY.

All our advices from Washington, both pub-
lie and private, represent that the wrongs of
the importors sxcite goneral sympathy in Con-
gress, and that a strong dixposition i mani-
foated to do something for their relicf, The
chaotio condition of the Customs laws is fuily
roalized at the Treasury Department, and sioe-
cossive Secrotaries have urged upon the Gov-
ernment the need of a gevision and reform,
Mr. Richardson, as we showed the other day,
took o very decided stand, some years agv,
againat the conatitutionality of a law author-
izing the amizura of books and papers, and we
do not belinve hia opinton has sigce under-
gone any change. Indeed, from neither the
execntive nor the legislative branch of the
(Government onght the merchants to fear any
sarions oppoaition to their demands, provided
their case can be fairly considered and decided
on its merits, Their only enemies ure tho
tribe of special agenis, spies, informoers, Juypes,
Sanborna, Butlers, whoss interest in the con-
tinuaues of the present system i2 enormous,
and whose power ab Washington it would be
raely to despise.

Let us remind Congress, however, that half-
way reforms will satisfy nobody.  There are
four or fiva pointa upon which the merchants
have a right to insist.  In tha first pluce, the
Customa lawa and the regulations of the Treas-
ury must be reviscd and codilied.  Secretary
MeCulloch aaid in bis veport in §3867: *“ The
“laws relating to the foreign and consting
“{rade and the collection ol gevenue from
“onstoma are now dispersed through many
“yolumea of statutes and  have been so
“ frequontly modified by amendments of themr
“4riginal provisiona that on many points it is
“ diffienlt for merchanta as well as for the
“ officers whose duty it is to construe and exe-
“oante them, to determine what 15 the law in
“ foroe, It i3 of great fmportance that laws
“ rogulating interests 4o various and vast should
“ bo g0 systomabized that the rights and dutics
“of the classes whose Inlerests are most
“lirectly affected by them muy be elearly ap-
@ paraut. Their prescnt complication is a source
“of aerions embarrassment to the mereantile
“ gommunity, and it 18 not less cubazassing
“ to the officors of customs.”  Secretary Richard-
aon has boen quite as emphatie in his com-
plainta of thi= disgraceful atate of things as
Mr. MeCulloeh. * There is often,” ho says,
g direet conflict betwean differont statntes,
“and oecasionally  between two  or more pro-
Cyisiona of the svue statute, while single
“ provisions are frequently  bheld to embrace
“different teaninga”

In the revision of these lawa it will he neces-
aary to talka into consideration the whola sub-
jeet of importera’ griavanees, and it 13 apparent
that & geouine reform will call for changes
much mors sweeping than the mere straight-
ening ont of crooked elanses and  adjustment
of contradictions. The acizare of books and
papera, anid the payment of moieties to rey-
enus officera and informers, are twin infumies
which the indignation of the community points
ont for destruction : and when these go, it is
probiable that the whole system of ascertain-
ing duties on imports will need a careful re-
vision, Seerct compromises  belween mer-
chanta and the Custom-house, for the re-
lease of invoices under seigure, are a franitfal
souree of  frand, blackmail, and demor-
alizasion, which ought  to  be  erushed
at onee. Senator Fenton's bill, alrendy passed
by tho Senate, which limits forfeiture for
irragularity, undervaluation, &e., to the goods
in respect to which the wrong is committed,
matend of allowing the seizing officer to grasp
a4 he now does the entire invoice of which
the offending articles may have formed only
an inconsiderabls part, 15 so clearly just that
we do not see how the House can hesitate to
agree to it, Finally, the merchants have &
right to insist that when duties upon an im-
portation have once been liguidsted and the
gooda released, the transaction in the absence
of fraud shall be final, and the Government
ahall have no right after the goods have becn
placed upon the market, to demand additional
dutiea on the plea that its own agents made a
mistake in the settlement, Carry out these
reforma, and though a few Tueky politicians
may lose their enormous perquisites, the rev-
enuea will he more faithfully collected and the
whola commercm! atmosphere will be punified.

THR BANK OF FRANCE.

The Bank of France is now moving in the
direction of apecie payments, and it is an
indisputable fact that the policy of the mana-
gers of that institution is direetly the reverse,
in every partionlar, of that which seems most
in favor st Washington. Tho method upon
which the Bank of Franee is proceeding may
be briefly stated as follows:

1. To maimntain o rate for discounts and ad-
vanced bigher than that of the grest centers
of trade and exchange in Germany, Englund,
Belginm, and Holland, aod also somewhat
higher than the natural rate in Paris outside
of the Bank, The object of this is to check
the increase of lonns and discounts. But our
Mortons anid Kelleys and Logans wish to have
money artificially plenty, and interest artifi-
cinlly low, and banks multiplied in number,
1 order that their loans and discounts may
Do increased, speenlation stimulated, and the
purchasing power of money diminished,

II. Te contract the volume of notes in eir-
culation, Ever sines the rate of discount
tonohed seven per cent, at the beginning of
last November, the determination of the Bank
to go no further in the direction of inflation
has been apparent to those who from week to
woek have fullowed the statements of ite con-
dition.. November 13, 1678, ita note cirenlation

s BO0R000.000: bub ou Fob. 5, 1974 ik bal

been rednced to $380,000,000. This is a de-
crease of $42,000,000, or aixtecn millions more
than Mr, Riohardson has expauded our logal-
tonder circulation in about the same intorval,

I11. To incrcass the apeoie reserve. This
has been effected to the amount of $236,000,000
sinee the lnst week in Octobor, the figures
boing $145,000,000 on the 3th of October, and
#£171,000,000 on the 5th} of February. During
the woek ending on the last mentioned day
four millions in gold were withdrawn from
the Bank of FEogland and sent to Pans as
an effect of the policy of the Bark of
France. It is perfeetly well known to  practi-
eal fiuunciers in Enrope, that if the rate of
discount is tive por cent in Paris snd thres
per cent in London, gold will be sent trom
Liondon to f’.ui.- widter all ordinary circum-
atanses, and without regard to the balunce of
trade. Hoere ds a suggostive fact, illustrating
an important truth, which we eommend ta the
attention of Mr. Bontwell,

IV. To decrease the amount of eapital in-
vosted in Government bonds. The importance
of reduging the amount of the Bank's loans
to the State as o preliminary to resumplion 18
woll understood both by the Fremch Govern-
ment and by the Bank. The Bank is aot 30
insane a4 to ask for the privilege of advancing
more money to the (toverument in order that
it may get more bonds as a sconrity and pre-
text for expanding its note eirculation ; thongh
we know not why bank eirgulation by the
hundreds of millions may not us well be issued
against Government bonds in France as in
America—exeept that they have tried it in the
former country to their cost. Within the lnst
four months the French Government has re-
deemed over sixty million dollars of ils debt to
the Bank of Frauee, and for no other purposs
than to facilitate the resnmption of payments
by the Bank in specie.

It would seem that the day of resumption
by the Bank ecannot be far distant. On ihe

5uh of February its condition was as follows;

ToubilRies.
v oo e BO01LHDG (0O

Assrls, [
Hpee oo e 161,205,000 | Notoa. .
T, D,

| [
Crovernm't bonds 212,070,000 | Doposits. ... ...
Dis, und loana. .. 264,505,000 |

Combining the United States Treasary and
the National banks, which, so far as resnmp-
tion is coneerned, are united as closely a8 the
Sigmese twins, we should obtain o very ditfer-
ent showing—in ronnd numbers, onc-hulf the
apecie, double the Government honds, three
times the loans and disvounts, fifty per cent
nore paper money, and six times as much on
deposit. And  yel we are recommended  to
prste s poliey in every respeet the exact
reverse of that which restored a sound enr-
reney to Lngland half o cendury ago, nnd is
now abont to do the smme for France—
a policy, in short, which never ended und
pever ean end o anything but repudition
wand bankmptey,

ORGANIZED CHARITY.

The saddest and most anguestionable eluim
to greatness which  eity can make lies inats
wiseries and in the churities which spring up
to combat them, The list of charitable insti-
titions which we print this morning is a suf-

ficient proof of the fact that this eity stands |

among the leading capitals of the world in
hoth these respects,  The vast aggregation of
humanity which has been drawn to this island
by ils  upexampled  prosperity
brings with it every variety of wretchedness,
auil it is greatly to the honor of the eilizens
of New-York that they have organized with
sieh variety of method and minuteness of
detail to meet and relieve this diversified and
eomples suffering.  There i3, of econrse, no
city in the worlil which uffords siuch endless
varieiy of nationality and econditions, aml
a eorresponding diversity will be Found among
the sssociations of relivl. Every tougue and
every faith find their represenlatives among
these orgamzations. No other city haa so vast
o foreign population, and consequently none
extends so liberal a eharity to foreigners, The
tendeney of the time to subdivision of labor is
strikingly exhibited in this direetory. Fach
time of lite has its own enreful guardians.
There are asavlums for infants too young to
ask for help, and retreats for *he aged broken
by the battles of hife. There are roformatory
institutions for young men and women who
have fallon through the heedlessness ol youth,
and sheltering institutions to keep out of
temptation those who have not fallen. Dif-
forent diseases are beginning to have their
weparate hospitals set apart for them, and
specinl aflictions to tind their corresponding
treutment and care from special skill and
learning.

[n the midst of this multiplicity of eharities

it is not to be expected that without mutual |

consultation and a general understanding, a
waate of effort and of resonrces can always
Le avoided. The work of charitable indi-
viduals, az well as of institutions, is apt to
be divided into two almost equal portions—
one devoted to finding and assisting the needy
and deserving, and the other to detecting and
foiling the attempts of dishonesty and fraund.
The lack of freo communication between the
different organizations, of conrae, greatly fa-
cilitale‘the schemes of sturdy impostors, and
inereases the work and the annoyunces of the
charituble, Tt is to obviate these incon-
veniences that some of our most puablie
spirited citizens organized several months ago
a Contral Burean of Charities, which was
to supply a medium of communication
between all the branches of eloamosynary
work in the ecity, furnishing to each all
needful information, and establishing a sort
of Clearing-house of Charities, They have
been at work during this exéeptional Winter
with excellent results, though hampered by
unavoidable circumstances. They have now
arrived at o point where it becomes necessary
for some final and prompt action to be taken
by those who sympathize in their purposes.
A meeting will be held this afternoon at the
rooms of the Geographical Seciety in the
Cooper Union building, at which Mr, Theodore
Roosevelt and Prof. Joy will present their
report of the operations aud the present con-
dition of the enterprise. It is to be hoped
that a scheme of such evident advantage and
such a promise of uscfulness will not be per-
mitted to fail from any reason.

The Winter is ending and with the opening
of Spring it may fairly be expected that much
of the suffering incideut to this season of
generdl derangement will be alleviated, both
by the coming of warmer weather and by the
revival of buginess, which will give industrions
poverty o chance for life. But much yet re-
mains to be done, and the highest organizing
ability and energy of our best citizens can find
no better field of exercise than in so adapting
the widely extended machinery of our muni-
cipul charities to the complex conditions of
our social structure that the next finaneisl
erisis, or the next cold Winter, may find us
ready for it. By the favor of Providenee, this
Winter has nos added the horrors of cold and
famine to the privations which camo from the
atugnation of business. Dut we cannot always
axbeot (hesa booden leclorougen of thy ale-
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necessarily

ments, and wo ought to he prepared for the
ordinary run of Northern Wintors, whon they
oome,

“HAIR STIRAIGHTENRRA™

Swift, in bitter irony, proposed long ago
the killing and eating of Irish babics, both as
a way of keeping population down and of fur-
nishing food to the survivors. We want much
in these days some Dr. Swift to atick these
ping of sharp anggeition into onr bly politic,
Fmancipation gave us ons of tha protticst
problema ever presented for working out to
an intelligont people, and thus far we have
only seralehed our hewls at it, like a achool-
oy blubbering ovor the Rule of Threa, Nobody
thought that it wenld bo an easy connndrim
L guess, Tl everybody thonght  Yunkee
shrewidnoess equal to any riddle, and a0 at
might have proved if the Yankes love of the
doliar had oot intervened ; for though dmor is
strong, Amor pecunie 18 stronger, up to this
hour, not ou'y as  respects  Lhe black
clusa, bul as o all classes requiring tha
vare of public eulturs and goidance. We
sunply drift, and leave the Lord to arttle the
trouble, Mattors might be soonper mendeld af
every voter could receive, 48 we do, whole
whenves of letters from the Sonth, seiting forth
the way in which we are dealing with o elaas
numerically in o large mojorily, not by any
means likely to obligs us by dying out, with
o grip upon OUr money, ONF DORce, OUr Com-
fort, our general political and sociul bemg—a
eluss tronblesome now, but agre to be intinitely
troublesome in the future, unless wetake order
to prevent it—capable of being mado a sale
and profitable element or of boing misguded
or abandoned to something quits the opposite.
Formorly, * D— the niggers!” was consid-
orod a anficient and final dismizsal of ¢he
whole matter, But the objurgatory process is
becoming fechle, The more hotly we swear,
the less adjustments scem piobable,

We consider the Black people in the late
Slave States to be the wards of the nation,
S0 are all ignorant, half-helpless men, women,
and children. We do not say anytiing about
Christian duty; we leave that to the pulpits;
bitt it 18 onr busimess to say something of po-
Litieal daty, aud from time to time, as occa-
sion offers, we propose to say it plainly.
Oceasion does offer to-day in this lettor which
we have received from Payette County, Texns.
It isn't a noveity, for we get such letters
gsomotimes & dozen in a day. Fayette County,
Texas, tella the old story. The Blacks there,
childvon eomparatively, are eonstanily made
dupes of by the sharp Whites, One sconndrel
has done a shriving  business by selling
them  * Pree Papens”™ at §10 each, An-
other  speenlator  furnishes  them  with
a  atake-pin with  cabahatie  figures  on
it. With this the porchaser is told that he
can  * predmpt U forty aeres of  his master's
fand,  Our correspondent  estimntes that a
million of these stake-pins at &4 each have
been sold in the South-Western States. The
buyer is told to keep his purchase a secref,
for it the white man discovers it the charm
will not work, and “ the forty acres " will be
nowhere, A Kiile less serious swinidler 8 the
traveling tradesian who sells the  negroes
“ Mair Straightener™ (colored water), at &l
per bottle, This is funny, and the story of
it o little relieves the doleful monotony of
the reports, * Freedmen’s Savings Banks "
| wre more important. ** The great triek here,”
| savs our Toexas correspondens, *is when one
“doeposits #10 or #5, to record it in the poor
“fellow's pass book &1 or #3; awl 801t 8
“ antered in the bank’s books., The depositor
“ i unable to vewd, and, of course, is easily

| chented.”
Thess are straws which show which way the
| simoom of swindling is blowing, Our corre-
apondent wants us to send a good, honest,

witle-nwake, working man to Texas to start a
| newspaper of the reht sort, and promises him

100,000 eash subseribers.  As the people prin-
| cipally interosted cannot read, this suggestion
is not w0 foreible as it otherwise wonld be.
Why not try Washington 7 Why not write to
(Gen. Grant abont the * Free Papers 17—to the
Seeretary of State about the *Hair Straight-
“uner 1"—to the Secretary of the Treasury
about the Texas Banking '—to the Secre-
tary of the Interior about the * Prefmption
“8tke ™ Why wot apply to the Vice-
Precident ? to certnin Senators? to eertain
representatives—B. F. B. for mstance! We
have no reason to believe that he is in either
the Free Paper, the Preémption Stake, or the
Huir Steaightener speenlation, and if  early
application be made to him we think that he
may be kept out of them ; and, should he be
kept out of them, he will be very eloguent in
their denuneiation. We do not know that he
ever fpromised to straighten the hair of the
entire colored population of the South, but
wo do know that something very like that was
promised to them by the Administration party
during the last Presidential election ; and it
owes & debt to ita sable supporters which it
ought to pay, unless it means to repudiate all
debts whatsoever,

GETTING THINGS SETTLED.

The Supreme Court of Massachusetis, hy a
few strokes of the pen, have determined that
women may serve upon School Committees,
if the Legislature has no objection. The
Legislature will have ne objection. To this
office women hereafter will be eligible in
Massachusetts. Now what is the lesson which
this teaches? We certainly think that it
should be one of Faith and Trust. The pre-
dominant viee of all our reformatory move-
ments is impatience—the desire to bwld a
moral Rome in a day—the determination to
have all wrong righted between the rising of
the sun and the going down of the same—
the childish eagerness for conclusion—dlisre-
gard of the quality of some questions to settle
themselves. We accept only the last of
Goethe's motto—"* Without haste and with-
“ out rest.” We will havelit that quieta non
movere is the devil's own maxim. We are like
the boy who pulls up his plant every morning
to show his mother how much it has grown
during the might. We will not understand
the value of patience. We cannot understand
what Lord Bacon meant by that appeal of his
to * the next age.” Of course, at the bottom
of this irritable feeling there is o good deal of
seliishness—the laborer is in a hurry for his
hire. But there is also a good deal of  that
(isinterested enthusiusm for the right which
keeps the world sweet.

Whether wo talk or keep silence, it shonld
be understood that the eternal instinet of the
will maintaing it in the right direction, It
would be usecless for us to discuss the prob-
able eflect of non-discussion, of silence, of
acquiescence, of lot-well-enongh alone; be-
canse these tongue-tournaments, these pro-
miscuous battles, these snrging seas of volu-
bility, these well-intentioned follies and mis-
takes are predestinato. The worst of them ie
that they discourage sensitive and senatble
men aod women, and keep them out of the

i I R
1 woth while for them somstimes to sonaider
I:o_w much, notwithstanding the drawbask of
mistaken seal, hua really boon accomplished.
And for this purposs it is hardly necessary 4
Zo to history, Sydney Smilh, when he el
lectod  his  early Fdinburgh  Review casays,
pointed out in the Profuce how many unjuss
lnwa had been repealed sines he began ta
wrile. Seversl atupid statutes he had fairly
laughed out of existence. 1o had  atusk
’Dinl nto  varioua purts of Ltha M,
of English jurisprudenss until Lo had quick-
oenod it into something ke vital humanity.
Any mun half a century o'd nesd not tax his
memory very devercly Lo recall a acors of
absurdities and tnjustices whieli in his short
t ma have roceived guistas.  In roligion we
have become a0 tolersnt (thiet we are in some
danger of alsn besoming inditierent and topid,
In polities and morals wa bave nd onrselves
of Slavery.  And what a hopeleas giant thas
acemoid to be, we neod not any. 1415 brao that
the defunot gunt has Isll 4 progeny nnmer-
ons and troublesome of probiems; but the
man error of “ property fn man" is exploded
forever, and all ¢136 seems casy to doal with,
I'hen in another department of morals, mixed
with the physieal, it bas bean settled that
abatinence from aleobol 18 always best. 1L is
onsy to write it now, butb the world was & long
time coming to that concluston. Finally, let
any one who is constitutionally hopeleas look ab
the present condition of the Labur Question, and
compare it with Lhe practices, for they bad ne
opinions, of our grandfathers. To this we
must add the considerntion thas #he settlemoent
of one important question not seldom disposes
of many minor onea. The greater always com-
prehonds the lods, § -

All history teaches us that changea which te
the oonservative mind secm charged with mn-
merable pestilent evils frequently prove as
wholesome a3 they were unavoidable. We
laagh at that guality of the Luman intelleot
which sees the day of judgment in the ropeal
of a statute; but caution 15 not of itaelf bad
or undesirable, Until all men are made alike
thers will be dissentients, althongh it is ored-
itable to the social man that the diapute is
usually about methods. 1The common instiack
of onr patare to make the wrong nght and
the crooked straight 18 superior to the tools
with which we work, The age travels even in
ita aleep, by night as well as by day, when it
thinks itself at reat aa well as when it knows
that it is moving ; nor will the earth cense to
revolve upon 1its axis becanse women have
been placed upon School Committees. Wa
mention this for the benefit of certain gentlo-
men in Boston who seem to think otherwise

"

LENT.

The yearly fast has aiready made its naual
marked change in social gayeties. Weddings,
balls, public carnivals by German Chors and
Bunds were crowided in the cities into the few
days hefore Ash Wednesday, and now| socioty
of high aud low degree has retired untd
Faster to the graver level of receptions
Iunches, and dinners.

In the Episcopal Chureh, the fast haa per-
liaps rendered mors observable the recent di-
vision in that body, the radical churches en-
deavoring more earnestly to spiritualize ila
meaning, while the conservative add deepar
and darker shades of ontward gloom te their
asck-cloth and fashes, Lent belongs to that
class of religious observances whose inward
meaning 18 in  constant danger of being
obseuredd or lost sight of in  the ont-
ward garments and trappings which from
age to age have been hung upon it. Even
with this drawback, however, the most in-
different spectator cannot but acknowledge it te
be both wholesome and salutary. Perhaps the
conception of that mysterious contlict which
his neighbors have, and their manner of com-
memorating it, appear to lnm absosd and be-
littling enough, But if thevy did not remem-
ber or commemorate it atall? The washer-
woman abjures her daily sausage for woeeks:
that is & poor sacrifice to divine faith, it is
true; but it is the highest for her, as her food
and the earning of it oceupy nine-tenths of her
time and thoughts. The pretty partner at s
ball will indulge in no gayety louder than a
high-tea until Esster is over; Germans and
the dreszes sent over by the last steamer she
turns her back upen. But whether a human
being, whose soul and brain are so often given
up to the choice between tulle and faille, or the
decision between a shade of ciel blew or blane
glacier, whose highest earthly enjoyment con-
sists in whirling through the German with &
mirror in her hand and a flag on her head,
with numberless other flagged and mirrored
swift-legged creatures, is capable of compre-
hending the God who made her with any bus
the very smallest glimpse of intelligenee, is &
question not for us to answer. KEvery soul,
says the old proverb, measures its own Deity,
and we perhaps should be thankful if to such
as these, in their perfumed ball-room atmos-
phere, any glimpse of the infizite truth and lifs
which underlies the world should be permitted
to penetrate through Lenten forms, evem
though these should be bampered by seents
and sights which have still a ball-room flavor.

Within this eircle of loungers in the outer
courts of the temple we should remember the
countless multitudes of sincere and earnesk
worshipers to whom this yearly pause in the
busy ways of every-dny life comes full of
strength and comfort. It is a time when they
ean turn their backs on market and house-
hold, on trade and toil ; when they can forged
that there are children to drudge for, an ex-
travagant wife to support, a dranken husband
to bear with and to shelter; they ean put ouk
of sight the debt to be paid, the fame worked
for which never came, and for a brief space
turn their eyes inward on themselves. In this
age, with the pieture of humanity incessantly
upon us, we have fallen into the danger of
forgetting what with our duties to our chal-
dren, society, the Civil Serviee or the Board of 1
Brokers, that we have a sonl inside of onr
tired bodies, and that there is a God waiting
to hear coertain words from it. It it is but te
remind us of this, sad that IHe, who bad
higher and more work to do in the world tham
any man, found it good to give many days to
solitude und quiet communion with that un-
seon Power, Lent 18 & necessary and health-
ful obscrvanee, aud one that well dessrves to

be held sacred.

The Pioneer Club (colored) in Alexandria, Ve,
being lately abont to give a ball. announced on the
programme  that the entertainment would be
wytriotly moral nntil 13 o'clock” This odd an-
pouncement having csused some camment, the
committee of arrangements have written o the
newspapers to explain,  “ Striotly moral” mesus
promenading, which even “members of churohes
may engage in” After that the Light fantastio,
though “*no inferior characters will be allowed im-
i L]
aide the bulding. oy

The Ilinois Senate has passed s bill mnking
drankennees of railway officers while on duty &
oriminsl offénse. 1t w slresdy s oriminal offonse,

1 wurk when thoir Golp ia the wost waalod, It

mwuumﬁumt Law provides svooinl peaal-
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